Luke 9:18-62- “The Nature of Discipleship”

OBSERVE & REFLECT
(This section is designed to encourage us to reflect on and observe the scripture and weekend sermon.)

READ Luke 9:18-62
Read the text at least twice. Try reading the text from two different translations.
What do you observe in the text? What jumps out at you and grabs your attention? What
questions do you have from the text? Pay attention to any action words or phrases and observe
what the implications are.

INVESTIGATE & APPLY
(This section focuses on what the scripture has to say as we dig deeper into the Word. It is oriented to create discussion
on the Scripture.)

Open: Describe an event in your life that could be characterized
as a “mountaintop” experience.
1. Read v.18-27. Think about what the disciples have seen
and learned already in being with Jesus. What would have
contributed to the answer Peter gives? Why should it
come as no surprise that Jesus tells those who want to
follow him that there is a dark and dangerous time ahead?

“The question comes home to us with
renewed force. Where is Jesus asking
us to travel, not yesterday, but
tomorrow? Are we ready to follow
him wherever he goes?”
-NT Wright

2. Read v.28-45. When Jesus’ appearance changed, or
transfigured, he is discussing with Moses and Elijah his
departure, which he was going to fulfill in Jerusalem. The
word for “departure” is exodus. This can simply mean
“going away”, or it can serve as a euphemism for his death. Of course the word also hearkens back to
when Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt as described in the book of Exodus. What parallels
are there between the original exodus of Israel from Egypt and Jesus’ death on the cross?
3. Read v.46-62. How are the interchanges of verses 46-50 ironic in light of what Jesus had just told the
disciples in verse 44?
4. Jews would regularly make pilgrimages to Jerusalem. While this wasn’t the moment yet for an official
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, the destination introduced in 9:31 and 51 becomes Jesus’ goal. From this
point on Jesus is constantly on the move, and his journey will continue- providing a frame for most of
Luke’s Gospel- until 19:41. How do verses 51-62 show what Jesus’ journey will be like and what it will
not be like?

NEXT STEPS
How does the message of Jesus in verses 23-26 contradict much of what we hear today about the
Christian life and what it means to follow Jesus?
Jesus says that those who follow him must pick up their cross. How have you seen sacrifice and
suffering be part of following Jesus?
As you think about your journey of faith, when you are tempted to look back instead of move
forward, what helps you move forward?
Offer to God your doubts or fears about where Jesus is asking you to go. Wait for him to point out
places where you are tempted to look back when you should be looking ahead.

*this study is adapted from N.T. Wright’s “For Everyone” Study Guide on Luke

Luke 9:18-62
[18] Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked them, “Who do
the crowds say that I am?” [19] And they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of the
prophets of old has risen.” [20] Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ
of God.”
[21] And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, [22] saying, “The Son of Man must
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised.”
[23] And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and
follow me. [24] For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. [25] For what
does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? [26] For whoever is ashamed of me and of
my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy
angels. [27] But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.”
[28] Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the
mountain to pray. [29] And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling
white. [30] And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, [31] who appeared in glory and spoke of his
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. [32] Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy
with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. [33] And as the
men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you
and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. [34] As he was saying these things, a cloud came and
overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. [35] And a voice came out of the cloud, saying,
“This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” [36] And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they
kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.
[37] On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. [38] And behold, a
man from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. [39] And behold, a spirit
seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him, and will hardly
leave him. [40] And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” [41] Jesus answered, “O faithless and
twisted generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” [42] While he was coming, the
demon threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, and gave
him back to his father. [43] And all were astonished at the majesty of God.
But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, [44] “Let these words
sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.” [45] But they did not understand this
saying, and it was concealed from them, so that they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this
saying.
[46] An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. [47] But Jesus, knowing the
reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his side [48] and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my
name receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one
who is great.”
[49] John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him,
because he does not follow with us.” [50] But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is
for you.”
[51] When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. [52] And he sent
messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him. [53] But the
people did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. [54] And when his disciples James and John
saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” [55] But he turned
and rebuked them. [56] And they went on to another village.
[57] As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” [58] And Jesus
said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” [59] To
another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” [60] And Jesus said to him, “Leave
the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” [61] Yet another said, “I will
follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” [62] Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to
the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

*this study is adapted from N.T. Wright’s “For Everyone” Study Guide on Luke

