Luke 8:26-9:17- Wholeness and Hope

OBSERVE & REFLECT
(This section is designed to encourage us to reflect on and observe the scripture and weekend sermon.)

READ Luke 8:26-9:17
Read the text at least twice. Try reading the text from two different translations.
What do you observe in the text? What jumps out at you and grabs your attention? What
questions do you have from the text? Pay attention to any action words or phrases and observe
what the implications are.

INVESTIGATE & APPLY
(This section focuses on what the scripture has to say as we dig deeper into the Word. It is oriented to create discussion
on the Scripture.)

Open: Consider a time when you were asked to do something
that was intimidating or frightening to you. How did you respond
to that request?
1. Read verses 26-39. Jesus remains calm before this human
storm, as he had before with the wind and the waves. The
same quiet authority will deal with one as with the other.
Describe the different reactions to Jesus in these verses.
2. Why do you think the healed man longed to stay with
Jesus? What did Jesus tell the man to do instead in verse
39?

“Jesus was not afraid to get his hands
dirty with the problems people face.
Jesus quietly but purposively came
alongside those with difficulties and
muddles, some which outwardly may
have seemed impossible to deal with.”
-NT Wright

3. Read verses 40-56. What are the similarities and
differences between the two stories in these verses? How
are hope and wholeness seen in all three stories (v.26-56)?
4. Read 9:1-17. What might be the purpose of sending the disciples into ministry with these restrictions?
Jesus them makes the apparently outrageous request of the disciples that they feed the crowd. How is
what Jesus does next a sharply focused version of what they themselves had just been doing as they
travelled around?
5. Why do you think that Luke inserted the comment about Herod in v,7-9, between these two episodes?

NEXT STEPS
In dealing with Jairus' daughter and the bleeding woman, a first-century reader would know very
well that Jesus was incurring a double pollution. In the first case, he couldn’t help it; the woman
came and touched him without his knowing either that he was doing it or what she was suffering
from- but officially he had become “unclean” nonetheless. In the second case though, Jesus
deliberately went and touched a dead body. We see an amazing pattern- Jesus shares the
pollution of sickness and death, but the power of his own love turns that pollution into wholeness
and hope. In what danger or fear, suffering or problem do you need Jesus to come alongside you
Take some time sit in silence with Jesus and picture him coming alongside you. What is he saying
to you? Ask that he will guide you and help you depend on him to provide what you need as you
seek to join Jesus in the work he does to help others.
*this study is adapted from N.T. Wright’s “For Everyone” Study Guide on Luke

Luke 8:26-9:17
[26] Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. [27] When Jesus had stepped
out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not
lived in a house but among the tombs. [28] When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a
loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” [29] For he
had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under
guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.)
[30] Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. [31] And
they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. [32] Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the
hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. [33] Then the demons came out of
the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned.
[34] When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. [35] Then
people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had
gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. [36] And those who had seen it told
them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. [37] Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned.
[38] The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, [39]
“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the
whole city how much Jesus had done for him.
[40] Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him. [41] And there came
a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue. And falling at Jesus' feet, he implored him to come to his house,
[42] for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying.
As Jesus went, the people pressed around him. [43] And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood
for twelve years, and though she had spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone. [44] She
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her discharge of blood ceased. [45] And
Jesus said, “Who was it that touched me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround you and are
pressing in on you!” [46] But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for I perceive that power has gone out from me.” [47]
And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the
presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. [48] And he said to
her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.”
[49] While he was still speaking, someone from the ruler's house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not
trouble the Teacher any more.” [50] But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she will be
well.” [51] And when he came to the house, he allowed no one to enter with him, except Peter and John and James, and
the father and mother of the child. [52] And all were weeping and mourning for her, but he said, “Do not weep, for she is
not dead but sleeping.” [53] And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. [54] But taking her by the hand he
called, saying, “Child, arise.” [55] And her spirit returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that something
should be given her to eat. [56] And her parents were amazed, but he charged them to tell no one what had happened.
Luke 9
[1] And he called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases,
[2] and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. [3] And he said to them, “Take nothing for your
journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics. [4] And whatever house you enter, stay
there, and from there depart. [5] And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the dust from
your feet as a testimony against them.” [6] And they departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and
healing everywhere.
[7] Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was perplexed, because it was said by
some that John had been raised from the dead, [8] by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the
prophets of old had risen. [9] Herod said, “John I beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear such things?” And he
sought to see him.
[10] On their return the apostles told him all that they had done. And he took them and withdrew apart to a town
called Bethsaida. [11] When the crowds learned it, they followed him, and he welcomed them and spoke to them of the
kingdom of God and cured those who had need of healing. [12] Now the day began to wear away, and the twelve came
and said to him, “Send the crowd away to go into the surrounding villages and countryside to find lodging and get
provisions, for we are here in a desolate place.” [13] But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.” They said,
“We have no more than five loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy food for all these people.” [14] For there
were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” [15] And
they did so, and had them all sit down. [16] And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said
a blessing over them. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd. [17] And they all
ate and were satisfied. And what was left over was picked up, twelve baskets of broken pieces.
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